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Norris Bradbury Tribute by J. Robert Oppenheimer
R.A. Meade, ed.

Editor’s Note

Stored on a reel of microfilm are three faint and barely readable letters written on the
occasion of Norris Bradbury’s fifteen-year anniversary as Director of the (then) Los
Alamos Science Laboratory. The first letter, written by Los Alamos Public Relations
Officer John V. Young, asks Oppenheimer to send a “congratulatory message to be read
at a ceremony honoring Bradbury’s tenure as Laboratory Director. The second letter is
Oppenheimer’s response to Young, and the third is Oppenheimer’s congratulatory
message to Bradbury. The three letters are transcribed below.

October 10, 1960

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Director, Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

We thought you would be interested to know that the Regents of the University of
California are planning to put on a bit of ceremony for the 15" anniversary of Norris’
becoming Director of the Laboratory, which is the same date he became a civilian
employee of the University. Although his anniversary date is actually October 14, as you
will recall, the ceremony will be here on October 21, because of a conflict of dates on the
Regents’ schedule.

If you should wish to send a brief congratulatory message, we could read it during the
program as a surprise to Norris, and in that event I would like to suggest that you send it

to me so it won’t fall into his hands prematurely.

Yours very truly,

John V. Young
Public Relations Officer



14 October 1960

Dear Mr. Young:

Thank you for your note. This is a letter for Norris’s fifteenth anniversary. If it
does not seem to fit the occasion on the 21%, you may with to read the final greeting, and
let him have the letter privately.

With good wishes,

Robert Oppenheimer.

October 1960

Dear Norris:

It was fifteen years ago that you and I first talked of the possibility — to me the
desirability — of your taking over the direction of the Los Alamos Laboratory. I remember
your hesitations, and your reluctant agreement to do it for some six months.

Even more, I remember your first visit to Los Alamos, at the invitation of (then)
Captain Parsons. More than anyone else who came to Los Alamos, you expressed, with
force and eloquence, your misgiving about what we were up to, and your reluctance to be
involved in it.

Now fifteen years have elapsed, and you have earned the respect, the gratitude,
and the affection of the many men and women who have worked in the Laboratory, and
the appreciation and indebtedness of all of us, both for what the Laboratory has
undertaken and accomplished, and for the spirit in which it has done so. The seriousness
with which you entered on these responsibilities has contributed very much to the way in
which have met them.

I wish to join my name to the many who salute you on this day and send good
wishes for your future.

Very sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer.



